The U.S. Solidarity Economy Network 

 invites you to the first national 

 

Forum on the Solidarity Economy: 

Building Another World 

 

March 19-22, 2009  Univ. of Massachusetts, Amherst 

 

Co-convened with Universidad de los Andes (Venezuela) & RIPESS-NA (Intercontinental Network for the Promotion of the Social Solidarity Economy – N. America) 

An Historic Opening

The current economic crisis and the possible death throes of neoliberalism (corporate-led globalization), offers us an historic opening to advance a new framework for economic development. We have an opportunity to push for a fundamental transformation in our economic and social system, one that puts people and planet before private profits and power.

This four day conference will include an inspiring range of solidarity economy tours, workshops, plenaries and cultural events. We invite solidarity economy practitioners and resource organizations, social movement activists, workers, academics, students, researchers, cultural workers, journalists and other fellow travelers, to come and be part of the growing global movement to build the solidarity economy.
What is the solidarity economy? 

The Solidarity Economy (SE) is an alternative framework for economic development that is grounded in principles of solidarity, equity in all dimensions, participatory democracy, sustainability and pluralism. The solidarity economy framework seeks transformation rather than band-aid solutions, yet rejects one-size-fits-all blueprints. It isn't abstract theory nor pie-in-the-sky utopianism. Rather, it pulls together and builds upon the many elements of the solidarity economy that already exist. Some are new innovations, some are old. Other elements have yet to be realized or even imagined, and the journey of creation is ongoing. 

Join us!

The time to advance real solutions, built on real experiences and successes is now. Another world is possible and necessary. Join the movement and together, we can build upon the foundation that already exists to make that ‘other world’ a reality! 

More details, background, a draft schedule, and logistical information will be available on our website very shortly:  http://www.ussen.org 
Or contact: Emily Kawano, Coordinator, U.S. Solidarity Economy Network, 413-545-0743, emily@populareconomics.org 
Forum on the Solidarity Economy: Building Another World

March 19-22, 2009

University of Massachusetts, Amherst

Forum on the Solidarity Economy - Registration Form

If possible, please fill out and return electronically to: programs@populareconomics.org. 

If you cannot send electronically, then mail a hard copy to: CPE/SEN, P.O. Box 785, Amherst, MA 01004
PART I – Basic information 

1) Individual information
Name: 


Address:

City:
State: 
Zip:

Phone:
Email:

2) Organizational information

Name of Organization that you work with or area of work/activism:


City:





State:



Zip:
Org. Phone:




Email:

Brief description of organization (if applicable): 

Brief description of members or constituency (if applicable), e.g. people of color, trade unionists, poor people, LGBT, women, immigrants, cooperatives, etc.

3) Attendance 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Thursday, March 19       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Friday, March 20        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sat., March 21      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sunday, March 22

4) Childcare
Childcare is available for a sliding scale fee of $10-40/day per child, however, no one will be turned away for financial reasons. You must register in advance.
Do you need childcare?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No





Number of children ___

List ages of children _____________________________
5) Registration Fee, Sliding Scale 

What is a sliding scale?

It is a tool for building economic justice into our structure, and it requires your active participation. People paying on the higher end of the scale make it possible for this event to be affordable for others. If your organization is covering the cost, we ask that, depending on the size of your organization, you pay accordingly. For individuals, please consider both your income and wealth (eg. property, investments, access to family money, trust funds, and other forms of savings) when choosing your payment. Everybody’s situation is different and in the end, you need to assess your own ability to pay. We just ask that you try to practice economic solidarity 

How much should I pay?                                      

For individuals, here’s the breakdown of income groups in the U.S.,  just to give you a sense of your relative income:  

     Low <$30,000 (bottom two fifths of income earners) 

     Middle $30-60,000 (middle two fifth of income earners)

     High: >$60,000 (top fifth of income earners)

For organizations: 

     Small <$100,000

     Medium $100,000-300,000

     Large >$300,000

Sliding scale: $50-$300





$ ________________

Childcare






$ ________________

Additional contribution 





$ ________________

Total (Please make checks payable to:  CPE / SEN) 

$ ________________

If you can’t afford the minimum, please let us know. We will make every effort to ensure that no one will be turned away for lack of funds.
PART II - Additional questions 
These questions are meant to give us a  better idea of the range organizations, strategies, challenges that will be represented at the Forum. Please answer the following questions:  

1. What lessons have you learned about what makes a program or strategy successful or not successful?

2. What do you see as the most critical opportunities and challenges. 
3. What would you like to see be included in this Forum on the Solidarity Economy and why?

Forum on the Solidarity Economy

WORKSHOP/ACTIVITY SUBMISSION 
Deadline: Monday, Dec. 15, 2008
Note: You must register for the Forum in order to do a workshop/activity. Please submit as for the registration form (See above).
PART I (required information)
Workshop title

Facilitators/Presenters/Performers
Name:
Brief bio:
Brief description of content

In the spirit of encouraging local to global thinking, anti-oppression work, and action, we ask that you consider responding to these three questions and integrating your response into your workshop. 
1. How does your work relate to the ‘big picture’ of creating an economic system for people and planet?

2. How does your work take into account race/ethnicity/nationality, class, and gender?

3. What do you see as the most promising strategies for action and organizing?

Workshop/activity format – we encourage cross-organization collaboration and creative ways of learning and exchange.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Talk/presentation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Participatory workshop

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Caucus

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Performance

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Exhibit

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other, please specify __________________________________________________

Date and time preference (we’ll do our best to accommodate your prefs):

     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fri. morning, afternoon           FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sat morning, afternoon          FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sun morning     

Technological needs 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  TV/DVD/Video player



 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Data projector/laptop 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other _________________

Tracks  

In the interest of making it easier people to find topics that they’re interested in, workshops/activities will be grouped in broad categories called tracks. We can add additional tracks if there’s sufficient demand. 

Check off up to three tracks. We will cross list workshops that fall under multiple tracks.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Solidarity based finance, complementary currencies. 
Examples: credit unions, community development financial institutions, Bank of the South, local currencies, micro-credit, peer lending, ethical investing.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Commons movement, role of the state, public policy. 
Examples: anti-privatization organizing, open source, peer to peer sharing, community resource management, factory & land takeovers, social welfare programs, affordable housing, transforming public education, public policies eg health, industrial policies, etc.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Solidarity based production, jobs, unions, workplace democracy, worker owned businesses 
Examples: Worker & producer cooperatives, ESOPs, high road businesses, green jobs.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Solidarity based distribution, marketing, consumption. 
Examples: fair trade, consumer cooperatives, barter, freeganism, ethical consumption, voluntary simplicity.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Solidarity Economy (SE) & the environment, sustainability.
Examples: climate change, bioregionalism, eco-villages, green jobs & technology, alternative energy, zero waste systems, bio-mimicry.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   SE & food sovereignty/justice, agricultural sustainability. 
Examples: food security, organic, community supported agriculture, small farming, urban agriculture, buy local, farmers markets, slow food.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   SE & democratic participation/local economies. 
Examples: participatory budgeting and planning, community development corporations, local currencies, buy local, anti-big box campaigns, living economies movements.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   SE vision & research. 
Examples: documentation, case studies, best practices, mapping, size & scope, economic & social impact, theoretical development, economic models & proposals.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   SE networking, organizing & social movements and pushing the boundaries of mainstream economy. 
Examples: sector and cross-sector based networks, stakeholder struggles, connecting the solidarity economy with social movements, ethical finance and investment, corporate social responsibility
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Land, Housing and Community for a Solidarity Economy.

Examples: housing cooperatives, community land trusts, intentional communities, ecovillages, co-housing.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other, please specify 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________






